(2)  A m e r i c a n  L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  C u l t u r e  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d :

P u r i t a n  P o e t r y

(Anne Bradstreet, Edward Taylor, Jonathan Edwards)

E x p l o r a t i o n  W r i t i n g s 

[See Topic 1 "Am. Lit... Prose"]

C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a 
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A n n e  B r a d s t r e e t  ( 1 6 1 2  –  7 2 )

L i f e :

· [>> ad (1) New En., MA]

· daughter of Thomas Dudley, wife of Simon B.

· thoroughly educated by her father and by diligent reading: Scriptures, Sir Walter Raleigh’s History of the World, poetry of Sir Philip Sidney, etc.

· < relig. controversy: her non-conformist Cambridge educated husband

· < her tenuous health, as a child prey to rheumatic fever > dominant images in her poems conc. the human body, illness, and mortality

· her husband’s often absence on business increased her burdens x but: astonishingly found time to write as long as to her death 

W o r k :

· as a young girl began writing poetry to please her father x later called poetry a ‘room of my own’

· captured the essence of life as a Puritan and as a woman under tough colonial conditions

· S c h o l a r l y  P o e m s :

· < the Gr. concept of the 4 elements and the 4 humours: the world composed of earth, air, fire, and water; and the human temperament of warmth, cold, wet, and dry

· long meditative poems on the ages of man and the seasons 

The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America (1650):

· publ. without her knowledge in London

· despite the printer’s errors the 1st publ. vol. of poetry written by a New En. colonist

· P e r s o n a l  P o e m s :

· took greatest pride in the former x but: her lit. achievement both the latter 

Contemplations: 

· on the tension btw the individual’s wishes and desires x the need to submit to God’s will

· D o m e s t i c  P o e m s :

· intimate poems from the POV of a mother and wife conc. for family and home 

· poems on the pleasure in everyday life x elegies on the death of her grandchildren

E d w a r d  T a y l o r  ( c a .  1 6 4 2  –  1 7 2 9 )

L i f e :

· [>> New En., MA]

· received uni education (Harvard), studied ministry

· as a minister provided leadership during the crises of King Philip’s War [= Ind. attacks]

· served as a community physician > images of medical plants and herbs in poems

· fathered 14 children, buried 5 of them in infancy > poems on this theme

W o r k :

· requested his work not to be publ. after his death 

· his manuscripts found in the Yale Uni Library

· R e l i g i o u s  P o e t r y :

Preparatory Meditations: 

· a series of intensely private poems

· rich profusions of metaphors and images, playful language, puns and paradoxes

· < the Metaphysical tradition

· images from the Bible: esp. from the sensuous “Song of Songs” 

· images from the activities of everyday life: uses the dialect of farming

·  God’s message can be divined in a wordplay

Gods Determination: 

· a long moral poem opposing good x evil in military terms 

· < the Bible and the experience of the E Civil War

· O c c a s i o n a l  P o e t r y :

· author of miscellaneous poems, distinctive for his apprehension of detail

·  the poet of ‘wilderness baroque’

J o n a t h a n  E d w a r d s  ( 1 7 0 3  –  5 8 )

L i f e :

· b. in CT x but: >> MA

· received uni education (Yale)

· became a preacher and tutor

· determined to improve himself, began writing a didactic-like diary on the college  B. Franklin

· championed the orthodox Puritanism = the concept of total depravity, futility of human efforts to achieve salvation, and God as the omnipotent judge

· his Northampton congregation anticipated the New En. ‘Great Awakening’ (1740s) [= wandering priests toured the country to convince people to save themselves]

W o r k :

· < the philos. of John Locke and Berkley

· R e l i g i o u s  W r i t i n g :

Personal Narrative: 

· describes the mystical conversion in his youth to infl. his philos.

A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections: 

· seeks to reconcile Puritanism with new theories

· intellectual comprehension of relig. doctrines insufficient, personal experience of the doctrinal truths necessary 

· ‘affections’ = not only emotions x but: the force moving an individual twd affirmative possession or repudiation

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”: 

· a sulphurous sermon to induce a personal experience of depravity as the necessary 1st step to conversion

· P h i l o s o p h i c a l  W r i t i n g :

· wrote when he served as a frontier minister

· seeks to build up a philos. based on the Puritan faith

· examine the nature and place of free will in a predetermined universe

· creates a bridge btw the old Puritan world and the new world of scientific studies

Freedom of the Will: 

· his philos.-theological masterpiece

The Doctrine of Original Sin Defended

The Nature of True Virtue 

A  P u r i t a n  H e r i t a g e 
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