(5)  B e g i n n i n g s  o f  N a t i o n a l  L i t e r a t u r e :  P r o s e

(Indian Narratives, First Fiction; H. H. Brackenridge, C. Brockden Brown, Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper)

D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  N a t i o n a l  L i t e r a t u r e 

[See Topic 4 "National Lit.: Poetry"]

I n d i a n  C a p t i v i t y  N a r r a t i v e s  ( 1 7 t h  –   l a t e  1 9 t h  c . ) 

· stories of men and particularly women of Eur. descent captured by the ‘uncivilised enemies’ in the form of Native Am.

· often with a theme of redemption by faith in the face of the threats and temptations of an alien way of life

· often based on real events x but: frequently with fictional elements, sometimes entirely fictional

· pop. in both Am. and Eur. from the 17th c. until the close of the Am. frontier in the late 19th c.

· > Mary Rowlandson’s A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs Mary Rowlandson 

H u g h  H e n r y  B r a c k e n r i d g e  ( 1 7 4 8  –  1 8 1 6 )

L i f e :

· founded the Pittsburgh Gazette, the city’s 1st newsp

· helped to establ. the today’s Uni of Pittsburgh (PA)

W o r k :

· his early work incl. 2 patriotic plays, and some verse

“A Poem on the Rising Glory of America”:

· in collab. with P. Freneau (F. also contrib. to his United States Magazine)

The Modern Chivalry 

· < inspired by Tobias Smollett and Cervantes’s Don Quijote

· a satirical picaresque comedy in a vigorous style

· the 1st novelist treatment of the frontier: pictures backwoods life in Am., and ridicules the excesses of a raw democracy

· captain Farrago = a bookish man of principle, travels with his Ir. low and base servant to the Am. frontier 

Father Bombo’s Pilgrimage to Mecca in Arabia: 

· an unfinished novel

C h a r l e s  B r o c k d e n  B r o w n  ( 1 7 7 1  –  1 8 1 0 )

L i f e :

· consid. the 1st professional Am. novelist

· to support himself became a merchant; ed. successively 3 periodicals, wrote political pamphlets, and projected a compendium on geography

W o r k :

· < W. Godwin’s Caleb Williams > introd. gothic romances

· explores abnormal states of mind, paranormal phenomena, and questions the natural morality celebrated by his contemp.

· instead of superstitions, manners, Gothic castles, and chimeras, the Am. writer should draw on the incidents of Ind. hostility, and the perils of western wilderness

· > N. Hawthorne and E. A. Poe

Wieland

Ormond

Edgar Huntly

W a s h i n g t o n  I r v i n g  ( 1 7 8 3  –  1 8 5 9 )

L i f e :

· b. the y. the War ended, named after its most prominent hero

· grew up in a Federalist and Calvinist home in NY

· received little formal education x but: absorbed more enduring education from the city’s streets, and from merchant and seamen’s homespun tales 

· associated with the Knickerbocker School

W o r k :

· a lifelong tension btw the lit. nationalism x the Eur. cultural forms

· neo-classical in style x but: employs humour, and a half-Romantic sensibility, melancholy, and the picturesque 

· N Y  P h a s e :

· treats directly and often satirically the absence of Am. cultural traditions

· his 1st publ. writing a series of essays satirising the Am. political, social, and lit. provincialism

Salmagundi:

· a series of pamphlets in the spirit of the Knickerbocker School

· an intellectual mixture of social criticism, lit. reviews, latest trends in politics and the theatre, and self-parody at the same time

History of New York by Diedrich Knickerbocker: 

· his major work, a burlesque parody of the methods of contemp. historians, and of the short Am. history

· conc. with the NY’s Dutch colonial history 

· admired for its technical skill and wit by W. Scott, G. G. Byron, and S. T. Coleridge

· E u r o p e a n  P h a s e :

· < the E Romantic poets and W. Scott

· a sense of dislocation  H. James and the ‘Lost Generation’ of E. Pound, T. S. Eliot, G. Stein, and E. Hemingway

· an urgent need to establ. a specifically Am. historical context

The Sketch Book:

· adapts the Eur.’s rich cultural heritage of local histories and legends to Am. settings

· > “The Christmas Dinner” and “Westminster Abbey”: familiar essays nostalgically surveying the traditions of E life

· > “Rip Van Winkle”, the 1st Am. tale based on a Ger. Legend, and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”: Americanised renditions of Eur. folktales

· becomes a lit. celebrity, the 1st Am. writer to draw international audience

·  helped to develop a short story

History of the Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus: 

· compares C.’s fate to his own = torn btw the Old World and the New

· U S  P h a s e :

A Tour on the Prairies:

· < his own experience of the tour through the Am. South and West

· shifts from a detached cynicism and reserve to the direct authorial participation 

· = establ. a distinctively Am. identity for himself

·  secured the legitimacy of Am. authorship

· F i n a l  P h a s e :

Life of George Washington:

· a massive 5-vol. biography, a prose epic 

· W.’s life = an instructive paradigm for Am. to re-create a distinguished past

J a m e s  F e n i m o r e  C o o p e r 

[See Topic 6]

